
The United States has many interesting places and unique sites to explore. Between
the mountains, winding rivers, deep oceans, and open fields, you’ll have lots to see
when you travel.

Follow the train routes on your classroom map to answer the questions below.

1 The Chain of Lakes region is located
of Chicago.

a) Northeast
b) Southwest
c) Northwest
d) Southeast

2 The State House train takes passengers daily
to and from Chicago and St. Louis, MO.
Which major river does this train cross?
a) Salt Fork River
b) Mississippi River
c) Ohio River
d) Hudson River

3 Look out the windows as you travel on the
train from Chicago to Carbondale. Which of
the following will you probably not see?
a) corn
b) wheat
c) cattle
d) cactus

4 Traveling from Antioch to Carbonale you 
will pass through three cities that have a
population greater than 50,000. Which three
cities are they?
a) Kankakee, Waukegan, and Centralia
b) Waukegan, Chicago, and Effingham
c) Rantoul, Mattoon, and Chicago
d) Champaign-Urbana, Waukegan,

and Chicago

5 On the same route described in question 4,
what landmark will you pass?
a) Cahokia Mounds
b) Lovejoy Homestead
c) St. Louis Arch
d) Himalayan Mountains

6 If you were traveling by train from Chicago
to New Orleans, LA, approximately how
many miles would you travel?
a) 200
b) 2,000
c) 1,000
d) 60
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TRACK YOUR TRIP

With so many places to see, it’s time to travel! Before you journey to new places,
dazzle your friends with your knowledge about the science of trains.

Using your knowledge about energy and motion, answer the questions below. (You may
want to check your work by researching your answers online.)
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OUTLINE A TRAVEL NARRATIVE

Anarrative is a way for you to tell a story that includes characters, setting, and plot.
Using the lines below, outline a short fictional narrative about the following topic:

Imagine you are a train conductor who travels to stations across the United States. Include details about
where your day begins and ends, who you meet on the train, what your responsibilities are, and other
details about your travels.
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Example: Train conductor: He played
with model trains as a child and pursued
his dream to be a train conductor.

Example: The engineer’s cab as it
pulls out of the station in the
morning.

Example: A passenger knocks on the
door of the engineer’s cab asking to
talk to the conductor.

Secondary Characters Secondary Setting Second Main Event

Title of story: 

Main Character  Setting Plot: First Main Event
(central person in the story) (where and when the story takes place) (order of events)

Now that you have completed your outline above, draft an opening line.
Story opener: Draft an initial story sentence that captures the attention of your
audience. Begin to establish the setting and identify the main character.

Predict how your story may end by writing a closing line. The closer may change
as you develop your story.
Story closer: Draft a closing sentence that summarizes your story. This sentence
can be open-ended, leaving the audience guessing about what happens next, or
close-ended, providing a short summary of the overall story. 

Bonus!
Use these tips to self-edit
your essay:

• Tell the story from a
specific point of view

• Clarify the main idea of
the essay

• Use vivid language

• Include storytelling
elements such as dialogue,
conflict, plot, and climax
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Bonus!
Choose one icon from the map of Illinois to
research. Write five interesting facts that you learn
and use the scale to calculate how many miles it is
from your hometown city. (Tip: If your city is not on
the map, choose the city that is closest to your
home and/or your school.)

Bonus!
Find out more about how locomotives work!
Research one of the following topics and present a
short description of what you have learned: traction;
steel wheels; power, fuel, and batteries; braking; or driving.

1 Trains need an incredible amount of power to
carry passengers safely from place to place.
If the generator inside a diesel engine
generates up to 4,700 amps of current, this 
is an example of:
a) electrical energy
b) nuclear energy
c) chemical energy
d) solar energy

2 Trains have steel wheels to reduce friction,
which slows the speed of a train. Friction
creates:
a) ice
b) heat
c) magnetism
d) water

3 A passenger train with five cars can use 1.5
gallons of fuel per mile. If the train travels at a
constant speed, what would happen if more
passenger cars were added?
a) More fuel would be required.
b) Less fuel would be required.
c) There would be no change in the 

amount of fuel used.
d) The train would travel at a slower speed.

4 Graph the following data in the table:

Train Top Speed Distance Traveled
State House 90 mph 500 miles
Illini 70 mph 1,000 miles
Illinois Zephyr 55 mph 1,400 miles

5 If time equals distance traveled divided by
speed, how long is a one-way trip on the State
House train when traveling at a constant rate?
a) 6.6 hours
b) 5.6 hours
c) 8.6 hours
d) 7.6 hours
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